
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, December 3, 2014 

Regular Meeting 
 

Minutes 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 
75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael Fasulo, Vice Chairman David Kanute, Commissioners Michael DeFeo, 
Bryan Meccariello and Peter Romano; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant 
Superintendent of Parks Michael Manware. 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo, to accept the Minutes of the 
November 5, 2014 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS: None 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported on community events.  Last Sunday we had Santa in the Park and had a great 
turnout.  Over 250 kids attended.  The nice weather may have had something to do with it.  Tomorrow 
night is Christmas in the Village with lighting of the Plantsville Green at 5:30 p.m.  Friday is the Town 
Green lighting with the downtown merchants Hospitality Night.  Once again we did the online contest for 
a chance to turn on the switch.  The Town Manager picked the winner.  About 90 kids signed up. 
 
Bow hunting has been slow; 4 deer have been taken out so far.  The hunters say they haven’t seen too 
many.  It’s possible that the fencing put in by Rogers Orchards two years ago may have had something to 
do with the dwindling number of deer passing through.  We are in the process of setting up the second 
session for our programs.  Julia is working with the schools to get space reserved.  Most will kick off the 
middle of January. 
 
Soccer field lighting project update:  Contract was awarded to Techline out of Austin, Texas.  A meeting 
with the soccer groups was held.  Contracts are signed for the leagues to pay back over 15 years; about 
$15,000 a year will be paid back to the town.  Techline is ready to go as soon as they have everything.  
We will have a meeting with the electrical contractor.  Six poles will be put in.  They are doing 
everything; we are involved with an electrical contractor to supply the energy. 
 
Mr. Lapreay spoke with Commissioner Kanute a few weeks ago regarding the request from the baseball 
league and possibly soccer about the main concession stand - on the left side from the baseball concession 
stand down to the sewer treatment plant.  People have been parking there; it is a dangerous situation.  Mr. 
Lapreay wrote to Chief Daly asking for No Parking signs to be placed there.  Mr. Manware would paint 
the curbing yellow.  Speed bumps were mentioned but it is difficult for the tanker trucks that use the area; 
it is also difficult for plowing purposes. 
 
No smoking in the parks update:  Mr. Lapreay received the information from the state regarding the free 
signs.  He passed out the information to the commissioners with sample pictures of the signs.  It can be a 
policy rather than an ordinance.  We would need to attach our policy to the request for the signs.  Mr. 
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Lapreay said he could write up the policy.  Chairman Fasulo said he spoke with Council Chairman 
Michael Riccio.  There is no need to request an ordinance; we could just increase signage in the parks.  
We would just let the Council know what we are doing.   
 
Park and Rec logo topic update:  Mr. Lapreay said he reached out to the SHS art department but hasn’t 
heard back yet.  He believed the middle school and high school students would be the age group for the 
contest.  That was agreed by commissioners.  Mr. Lapreay spoke to Chris Palmieri about it; he spoke with 
his art department and there should be no issue with it.  He would like to get the high school feedback so 
that he can draft something up as a flyer. 
 
Budget process will start probably next week.  We will get information from the Finance Department.  All 
department heads must have their budgets to the town manager by January 9th.  This gives time for the 
board to review the budget before it’s due since we have a meeting before then. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Meccariello, to accept the report 
of the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware reported that the leaf program is in fairly good shape for the areas we are responsible for.  
The vacuums on the back of the mowers worked out well.  We have had calls about the lights being on in 
the parks as we usually do in the fall.  Games are over now and the lights are shut down.  A new water 
shutoff was installed at the Southington South Little League outside the concession stand.  It has been 
leaking for years.  The soccer building is another one to be done possibly next year.  The Water 
Department does give us a hand but we were able to do it ourselves.  The crew took care of brush hogging 
the two big open spaces on Harness and Malcein Drive.  Due to the geese problem we have an agreement 
with the neighbors to clear it out every year.   
 
People have asked when the ice rink will be up.  With the weather changes, it’s difficult to predict but Mr. 
Manware is targeting the week of December 15 if it is cold enough.  All winterization of the rest rooms is 
completed.  Had to install a new furnace in the building at Panthorn garage.  It was red-tagged when 
inspected.  In response to a question, Mr. Manware said the cost was a little over $4,000. 
 
Parks Master Plan: We are ready to go forward with the building drawings.  Once they are complete we 
are hoping in 4-6 weeks we can get going with the bidding process.  We are keeping an eye on timing of 
the pool opening.  Chairman Fasulo said Steve Wlodkowski did a nice job presenting at the Council 
meeting. 
 
Mr. Manware said we have new lights for the spruce tree on the green this year; they are LED lights and 
are supposed to last longer. 
 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks.  
Seconded by Commissioner Meccariello and carried unanimously.   
 
REPORT ON PARKS: No reports. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
 
1.  Football Leagues update. Commissioner Kanute said there was a little delay because of elections.  
There are different people in the south.  He just had a meeting with the new board.  There is a plan in 
place for next spring that will facilitate whether we will run a recreation league or run alternatives.  They 
will have early registration in May and June so they will know before July 1 whether to have more travel 
teams or go with West Hartford/Farmington.  The new people were aware of what was going on.  They 
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are attending each other’s meetings.  They are coming up with a renovation plan for the second floor.  
They are certainly working together.  In response to a question, Commissioner Kanute said there was 
some feedback from some of the parents.  The goal of both groups is to keep both programs going. 
 
2.  Signage in the parks.  Chairman Fasulo said the consensus was rather than ask for an ordinance we 
would just expand the existing signage to accomplish what we want to do.  We would just need to keep 
the Council informed.  He asked for a vote to move forward. 
 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion that Dave Lapreay write a policy regarding no smoking on the 
playing fields, tennis courts, basketball courts, etc.  Seconded by Commissioner DeFeo.  The signs would 
also be posted near the concession stands.  We already have signs in the pool areas.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  Mr. Lapreay will send a draft policy to the board prior to the next meeting so that the final 
copy can be voted on at the next meeting. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
1. Ideas for Generating Revenue.  Commissioner Meccariello said with the new development of the 
parks, is there any way to get some revenue, similar to the names on benches idea?  Just food for thought. 
 
2. Resignation of Board Members.   
Commissioner Meccariello will be moving out of state and has tendered his resignation in an email to the 
board.  This is his last meeting. 
 
Commissioner Kanute said this is his last meeting as well.  He has been appointed to serve on the Board 
of Fire Commissioners.  He said he leaves with such confidence with the staff we have.  He sees a bright 
future for the town and with the way the parks are being improved.  It has been a pleasure for the last 27 
years.  He would be happy to see the football thing through if the Chairman wishes. Chairman Fasulo said 
it would be very much appreciated if he would continue in that project.  He has served the town well and 
we will really miss him.  
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Commissioner DeFeo made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner 
Romano.  Motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:02 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


